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he term deepfake has made the headlines again. Popular online-content streamers,

 including QTCinderella and Sweet Anita, have discovered their likenesses were u

sed in deepfake pornographic videos, access to which was sold online.
These videos had likely been there long before they were discovered. And, while 

the creator of these deepfake videos has reportedly deleted them from the platfo

rm they were using, you can be sure countless other videos are still up, and tha

t this trend is only on the rise.
What is a deepfake?
Why are deepfakes dangerous?
In 2019, a video of a deepfake Boris Johnson endorsing Jeremy Corbyn circulated 

online. It was made by Future Advocacy, an artificial-intelligence think tank, i

n an effort to pressure MPs to address the spread of deepfakes online.
Are deepfakes illegal?
Deepfakes in general are not illegal. They are part of a spectrum that runs from

 face-swap apps on your phone to a pornographic video of Boris Johnson proclaimi

ng support for Russia, and banning &quot;deepfakes&quot; outright is unfeasible.
However, in November 2022, the UK Government announced plans to make pornographi

c deepfakes shared online illegal.
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